
 
 

Summary and Next Steps 

 

Overview: 

The planning committee of the 2022 Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Environmental 

Forum (“the Forum”) committed to producing a brief summary document of the event and 

outlining follow-up actions/next steps, where applicable. This document has been developed to 

address this commitment and has been produced by the planning committee, which includes 

representatives from the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP), the Canada-

Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB), One Ocean and CAPP 

members who are active in the region.  

 

The Forum was held virtually March 8-9, 2022. Technical support and hosting was provided by 

Memorial University Conference and Event Services and the forum moderator was Rob 

Greenwood, Memorial University’s The Harris Centre. There were 177 attendees which included 

representatives from the Government of Canada, Government of NL, oil and gas companies, 

supply and service sector, academia, the fishing industry and Indigenous groups.  

 

Forum Objectives and Agenda: 

The Forum had several objectives: 

• to increase awareness and understanding amongst the petroleum industry, fishing 

industry, Indigenous groups, government, regulators and others of efforts to enhance 

spill prevention and response capability and manage and reduce air emissions; 

• to learn from other jurisdictions and each other and identify potential continuous 

improvement opportunities; 

• to explore opportunities to enhance communications and collaboration between the 

fishing and petroleum industries.  

 

To achieve these objectives, a two-day agenda was created covering a variety of topics (see 

attached). Below is a brief overview of each session. 

• Session 1 - Context setting: Included an update from the C-NLOPB on action items 

stemming from the 2021 spill prevention and response forum which noted that all 

action items had been completed. The session also included an update from CAPP on its 

continuous improvement plan. The Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 

provided context on current offshore emissions and comparisons to the oil and gas 

sector in Canada and internationally which demonstrated that the offshore industry’s 
emissions compare well in Canada and internationally.  



• Session 2 – Spill Prevention, Preparedness & Response: Included presentations from the 

C-NLOPB on verifying spill preparedness in the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador 

offshore area and an update from the Fisheries and Marine Institute’s ocean innovation 
hub “The Launch”. Equinor Canada and Equinor ASA shared an update on their real time 

barrier integrity map and Dr. Ken Lee of Fisheries and Oceans Canada provided an 

update on various research projects associated with his multi-partner research initiative, 

including those related to spill treating agents, in situ burning, oil translocation, 

decanting and oily waste disposal, and natural attenuation. The session concluded with 

a video showing the deployment of spill response equipment through the 2021 Synergy 

exercise, an on-water exercise held annually and hosted by offshore operators. This 

year’s exercise was hosted by Suncor Energy.  

• Session 3 - Climate Change/Emissions Reduction – New Programs/Policies: Began with 

an overview from the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador on its plans to 

update the carbon pricing policy for 2023 – 2030 and other initiatives. The session also 

included a presentation from Stantec Consulting Ltd. summarizing the results of a study 

they recently completed for Natural Resources Canada related to climate change risks 

and adaptation for offshore oil and gas activities in the region. The session concluded 

with a presentation from The Net Zero Project, an initiative between Energy NL 

(formerly Noia), Oilco and Econext with a goal of identifying potential pathways to 

support net zero objectives.  

• Session 4 - Research & Technology Update: The first of two sessions focused on research 

and technology included a presentation on the Environmental Studies Research Fund 

and a current project being implemented through the Fund focused on enhancing cross 

cultural understanding through two-eyed seeing. The session also featured two projects 

funded through the Government of Canada’s Emissions Reduction Fund, both related to 
electrification of marine vessels – Duxion Motors Inc.’s split electric machine and 

Atlantic Towing’s zero emission & hybrid propulsion applications. 

• Session 5 - Enhancing Communications & Collaboration: Session 5 began with a 

presentation by the Australian petroleum industry regulator, the National Offshore 

Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). The 

presentation provided an overview of the Australian industry and regulatory regime and 

highlighted how NOPSEMA communicates with key stakeholders, including the fishing 

industry. The session also included an update from One Ocean on various initiatives 

underway to enhance communications between the fishing and petroleum industries 

and featured presentations from the Fish Food and Allied Workers – Unifor as well as 

the Atlantic Groundfish Council. Both fishing industry presentations included an activity 

update and highlighted various continuous improvement opportunities for 

consideration by the fishing and petroleum industries through One Ocean. The C-NLOPB 

also provided a presentation outlining their role in oversight of oil pollution incidents 

and CAPP provided a petroleum industry activity update. Finally, Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada provided an update on the Canadian Science Advisory Secretariat (CSAS) 

National Advisory Meeting on State of Knowledge on Chemical Dispersants for Canadian 

Marine Oil Spills which concluded that dispersants can be an effective response option 

to mitigate the impact of an oil spill when used in accordance with operational guidance 

and informed by a Net Environmental Benefit Analysis determination. 

• Session 6 - Emissions Reduction Opportunities and Progress: Session 6 featured 

presenters from industry providing updates on various programs and projects underway 

related to emissions reduction, including updates from ExxonMobil Canada, Suncor 



Energy and Cenovus. The session also included a presentation from the International 

Association of Oil and Gas Producers focusing on work underway internationally to 

progress industry efforts to deliver a low carbon energy future.  

• Session 7 – Research and Technology Update: In the final session of the forum, and the 

second session focused on research and technology, Energy Research and Innovation 

Newfoundland and Labrador provided an update on projects being funded through the 

emissions reduction offshore research, development and demonstration fund. The 

session concluded with a presentation from the Ocean Supercluster outlining various 

projects underway to accelerate sustainable ocean growth.  

• The Forum concluded with thanks to the planning committee, presenters, Memorial 

University’s Conference and Event Services and The Harris Centre, and all attendees. 
Closing remarks highlighted the quantity and quality of work underway to enhance spill 

prevention and response capability and to find ways to continue reducing emissions and 

help the province and country achieve net zero objectives. The organizers also noted the 

value in learning from the United Kingdom and Australia during the international 

speakers’ sessions to identify opportunities for continuous improvement.  

 

Action items: 

The action items/next steps noted below were developed by the Planning Committee based on 

presentations and discussions at the Forum. CAPP, the C-NLOPB and One Ocean will work to 

address the following action items throughout the year:  

• CAPP to publish its 2022 safety and sustainability plan. Update: this is now complete and 

is available here.  

• CAPP to publish the final Spill Capability Assessment Report for the NL offshore area. 

Update: this is now complete and is available here.  

• CAPP to provide specific feedback on the Draft Climate Adaptation Report referenced in 

Session 3. The Draft Report noted there are no high risks identified due to existing 

adaptation measures in design and operation but did highlight some potential 

knowledge gaps. CAPP will discuss the knowledge gaps identified in the report with its 

Atlantic Canada offshore members to determine the appropriate action required.  

• CAPP to continue engagement with the fishing industry through One Ocean to advance 

work on the compensation best practice and to enhance awareness of various aspects 

of spill prevention and response. 

• CAPP and the C-NLOPB to consider the role of performance-based regulation in the 

oversight of oil pollution emergencies.  

 

Forum Feedback 

The planning committee circulated a feedback survey to all attendees of the Forum following 

the event. 27 responses were received, and the feedback overall was highly positive. Below are 

some highlights: 

• Most survey respondents (almost 89%) attended both days of the event and close to 

60% of respondents had attended last year’s Spill Prevention and Response Forum. 
• 60% of respondents liked the variety of topics covered during the event, while 37% 

supported broadening the focus to see other themes included during future events, and 

just under 4% found the Forum more effective when it focused solely on spill prevention 

and response. Suggestions for future topics that could be covered included carbon 

capture utilization and storage (CCUS), additional greenhouse gas reduction 

https://atlanticcanadaoffshore.ca/collaborating-for-safety/
https://atlanticcanadaoffshore.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Triox_CAPP_NL_Capability_Assessment_Final.pdf


opportunities and predictions of future weather forecasting and icebergs/ice. Others 

suggested the theme of the Forum should be fluid based on key issues that are ongoing. 

It was also suggested that hearing from other jurisdictions, including Norway, would be 

useful.  

• Respondents provided high levels of agreement in relation to statements that the 

technology worked smoothly, the agenda was easy to follow and it was easy to ask 

questions.  

• 60% of respondents would prefer if future events were held in person while the 

remaining prefer a virtual format. Some respondents noted there would be value in a 

networking component if held face to face.  

• 53% of respondents prefer a two-day event while 27% would prefer if the event was one 

day. Others were impartial. 

• Most respondents agreed that the invitation clearly identified the purpose of the forum, 

the registration process was easy and found the amount of communication related to 

this event to be adequate. Results varied on value of the participant Frequently Asked 

Questions document and pre-forum communications.  

• Agreement was high related to the relevance of topics covered to respondents’ roles, 
that the event was a good use of participants’ time and that participants left the forum 
having learned something new. Areas for improvement were identified related to 

engagement of the audience by speakers, whether or not the right mix of stakeholders 

were in attendance and whether there was adequate time for discussion.  

• Specific comments provided by respondents referenced that some of the information 

was a repeat of presentations previously delivered at this and similar events, that if 

being held virtually the event should be shortened, that there may not be enough new 

information to hold this event annually, that less focus should be placed on research 

and development in the agenda and that fishing industry presentation feedback was 

similar to that provided last year.  
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Day 1 – March 8, 2022 

Welcome Rob Greenwood, Moderator 8:30 a.m. – 8:40 a.m. 

Safety Moment Tracey Simpson, BHP 8:40 a.m. – 8:50 a.m. 

Opening Remarks  Paul Barnes, CAPP  8:50 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 

Opening Remarks Scott Tessier, C-NLOPB 9:00 a.m. – 9:10 a.m. 

Session 1: Context Setting 

2021 Spill Prevention & Response Forum – 

Overview of Actions/Progress and C-NLOPB Update 

Jeff O’Keefe, C-NLOPB 9:10 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 

Update on Collaborating for Safety & Sustainability: 

A Continuous Improvement Plan 

Jennifer Matthews, CAPP  9:30 a.m. – 9:50 a.m. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Overview 

Offshore Petroleum Sector, NL 

Gerald Crane, Government of NL  9:50 a.m. – 10:10 a.m. 

Q&A  10:10 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. 

Break 

Session 2: Prevention, Preparedness and Response – Oil Spills and Unauthorized Discharges 

Verifying Spill Preparedness in the Canada-

Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Area 

Elizabeth Young, C-NLOPB 10:40 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Real-time Offshore Barrier Integrity Map (ROBIM) Janne Lise Myrhaug, Equinor ASA 

David Ralph, Equinor Canada 

Limited 

11:00 a.m. – 11:20 a.m. 

An Ounce of Prevention, a Pound of Cure:  

Technology Development and Demonstration in 

Support of Preparedness, Prevention and Response 

Kelley Santos, The Launch, 

Marine Institute 

11:20 a.m. – 11:40 a.m. 

Evaluation of Current and Alternative Response 

Measures for Oil Spill Response under the Multi-

Partner Research Initiative (MPRI) Program 

Dr. Ken Lee, DFO 11:40 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Synergy 2021 Overview Greg Janes, Suncor 12:00 p.m. – 12:10 p.m. 

Q&A  12:10 p.m. – 12:20 p.m. 

Lunch Break 

Session 3: Climate Change/ Emissions Reductions – New Programs/Policies 

Update from Government of NL   Susan Squires, Government of NL 

 

1:30 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. 

Climate Change Risks and Adaptation for Offshore 

Oil and Gas Activities in the North Atlantic 

Brian Bylhouwer, Stantec 

Consulting Ltd. 

1:50 p.m. – 2:10 p.m. 

The Net Zero Project – Pathways to a New Horizon Kris Drodge, The Net Zero Project 2:10 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Q&A  2:30 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. 

Session 4: Research & Technology Update (Part 1) 

Environmental Studies Research Fund (ESRF) 

Update and Project Overview – Laying the 

Groundwork: Enhancing Cross Cultural 

Understanding through Two-Eyed Seeing 

Jennifer Matthews, ESRF 

Management Board 

Melissa Nevin, Atlantic Policy 

Congress of First Nations Chiefs 

2:40 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Electrification of Marine Vessels:  

Zero Emission & Hybrid Propulsion Applications In 

Newfoundland & Labrador’s Offshore Oil And Gas 
Sector 

Express Hybridization of Marine Vessels 

 

Dan Vyselaar, Atlantic Towing 

 

 

Rick Pilgrim, Duxion 

3:00 p.m. – 3:25 p.m. 

http://www.capp.ca/
jill
Typewriter
Attachment



 

Note: All times listed in Newfoundland Standard Time (NST). 

Q&A  3:25 p.m. – 3:35 p.m. 

Wrap-up of Day 1  3:35 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 

Day 2 March 9, 2022 

Session 5: Enhancing Communications & Collaboration 

Welcome Rob Greenwood, Moderator 8:30 a.m.  – 8:40 a.m. 

Australia’s National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 

Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) 

oversight of oil pollution emergencies 

Andrew Best, NOPSEMA 8:40 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 

(including Q&A period) 

C-NLOPB Oversight of Oil Pollution Incidents Jeff O’Keefe, C-NLOPB 9:30 a.m. – 9:50 a.m. 

Something to Talk About: Fishing and Petroleum 

Industry Communication in the Event of an Oil Spill 

Maureen Murphy Rustad, One 

Ocean  

9:50 a.m. – 10:10 a.m. 

Fishing Industry Updates: 

FFAW Perspectives on Fisheries Issues Related to 

Oil & Gas in Newfoundland and Labrador 

 

2022 Atlantic Groundfish Council Presentation to 

the Offshore Environmental Forum 

 

Keith Sullivan, Fish Food and 

Allied Workers-Unifor  

 

Steve Devitt, Atlantic Groundfish 

Council 

10:10 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. 

 

Q&A  10:40 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. 

Break  10:50 a.m. – 11:10 a.m. 

Petroleum Industry Activity Update Paul Barnes, CAPP  11:10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Update on Canadian Science Advisory Secretariat 

(CSAS) National Advisory Meeting on State of 

Knowledge on Chemical Dispersants for Canadian 

Marine Oil Spills  

Kyle Matheson, Fisheries and 

Oceans Canada 

11:30 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. 

Q&A  11:50 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Lunch Break 

Session 6: Emissions Reduction Opportunities and Progress 

Delivering a Low Carbon Future Concetto Fischetti, International 

Association of Oil and Gas 

Producers   

1:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

(including Q&A) 

Suncor / Terra Nova GHG Emissions Reduction 

Strategy 

Nathan Maycher & Chris 

Stratton, Suncor 

1:30 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. 

Creating a Dashboard to Monitor GHG Emissions in 

Real Time 

Steve Bettles and Jim Gilmour, 

Cenovus 

1:50 p.m. – 2:10 p.m. 

ExxonMobil’s GHG Emissions Reduction Journey Ryan Noseworthy, ExxonMobil 

Canada 

2:10 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Q&A  2:30 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. 

Session 7: Research and Technology Update (Part 2) 

Reducing Emissions in Newfoundland and 

Labrador’s Offshore Oil & Gas Industry 

Metzi Prince, Energy Research & 

Innovation Newfoundland and 

Labrador 

2:40 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Accelerating Blue Technologies and Sustainable 

Ocean Growth 

Kendra MacDonald, Canada’s 
Ocean Supercluster 

3:00 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. 

Q&A  3:20 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Closing Remarks/Next Steps  Paul Barnes, CAPP  3:30 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 

 


